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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

Council President Cornel Munteanu called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   Roll call was conducted Councilmen Brian Chitester, Lori Jones, Jay 

McFadden, Sean Wolanin, and Yvonne Buchholz. Mr. Chitester moved to excuse Scott Saari; Ms. 

Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James P. Graven, Mayor, Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service 

Director, and Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director.  Audience: 0.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of March 22, 2022; 

Mr. Wolanin seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven asked for a motion to appoint Dave Humpal to the Park and Recreation Board. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to appoint Dave Humpal to the Park and Recreation Board for a five year term 

to expire 12/31/2026; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Graven stated that he has a lot of good news to report this evening.  In finances our cash 

balance is up to over $1.8 million; our March revenues exceeded disbursements by $161,042; so we 

continue to spend within our means in a financially prudent manner. Our administration, directors and 

chiefs continue to be fiscally responsible.  He stated that income tax receipts are also up 

approximately $236,591 versus $208,194 last year.  We are up 12.2% year to date and the finance 

director will talk about that briefly during his report.  He would like to thank the members of our 

administration, the chiefs, and all the directors who continue to be competent managers of the money 

that is in their specific budgets.  

 

He received a letter in late March from the County Executive Armond Budish, which states “Dear 

Mayor Graven thank you for submitting projects for our 2022 preventative maintenance program. 

The Department of Public Works has completed review of all projects submitted. The infrastructure 

need in Cuyahoga County is extensive and budget constraints only allow the county to fund a limited 

number of projects each year. We wish to congratulate you on the following projects: Lewis Road, 

Mapleway, River Road, Sprague Road, Usher and Water Street for combined $34,400.00.” He stated 

that Mr. Borczuch will briefly discuss this during his report.   

 

He submitted a letter on March 30th to Cuyahoga County Councilman Mike Gallagher regarding the 

Cuyahoga County ARPA funding which states: “Dear Councilman Gallagher, I am writing in 
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response to your request for potential projects from local communities for Cuyahoga County ARPA 

funding.  With many of these programs the requests are many and we realize the funding is limited 

but below is a short description of some of the projects that I feel may qualify for the County ARPA 

funding.  (1) East River Road playground equipment project, estimated cost $250,000; (2) Village 

Green Park playground equipment project, Olmsted Falls has already received $75,000 appropriated 

by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly through SB 310, but the total cost is $155,000.” Hopefully the 

county will pay the rest of this cost so our taxpayers will not have to pay any portion.  The letter 

continues “(3) David Fortier Park and East River Park multi-use path reconstruction project, there are 

approximately 3,000 linear feet of eight foot wide asphalt paths that would be repaved as part of this 

project, estimated cost $120,000.  Lastly, if County ARPA funding is also available for infrastructure 

improvements the City of Olmsted Falls is in the process of completing a multi-million dollar septic 

conversion project, the Columbia/Cook Sanitary Sewer project.  Olmsted Falls has been successful in 

securing Ohio Public Works Commission and Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District Member 

Community Infrastructure Program grants and funding to offset the assessment costs to our residents. 

If another $200,000 of ARPA funding could be allocated to this project, it would be used to further 

reduce the residential assessments to the property owners.”  As you can see from this letter the 

administration continues to believe that parks and recreation are very important, and we are trying to 

get more money for three of our parks. We also believe that paths and walking paths are very 

important and hopefully we will receive money to help with the eight foot wide asphalt paths at 

Fortier Park.  

 

Next, there is an Ohio Infrastructure project and the City of Olmsted Falls requested a community 

infrastructure project grant.  The project name is the reconstruction of Columbia Road/State Route 

252. If you remember last year we submitted for the grant and made a couple of the final cuts but 

were not granted the money. Hopefully we will get awarded funds this year. The City of Olmsted 

Falls is requesting 80% of the eligible reconstruction costs or $2.56 million. The total estimated 

project cost for the Columbia Road project would be $3.2 million.  

 

Lastly, he would like everyone to know that he received a letter from Republic Services regarding our 

garbage collections, which states: “Dear Mayor Graven, on or around the week of May 1st the 

following changes will be made to bulk collection and yard waste collection services. Monthly bulk 

collection will be increased to weekly collections; yard waste will now be picked up year-round with 

yard waste now being disposed of with solid waste at the Lorain County Landfill. Also, with bulk 

collections being increased to weekly we would ask that residents please limit the quantity to four 

bulk items in any given week. Yard waste may now be placed in clear plastic trash bags or loose in a 

trash container marked yard waste and not to exceed 32 gallons and 40 pounds. Small branches must 

be cut and bundled not to exceed four feet in length and no heavier than 40 pounds. In addition, the 

current collection day will remain the same as it is now on Thursday.” He stated that he approved 

these changes and is awaiting an amendment to the contract from the law director.  

 

Communications from Residents - None 

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Chitester moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2022-07; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   
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Officials Reports: 
 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated to touch base on what the mayor discussed earlier, he would like to give a 

special thanks to Don Sheehy, our city engineer, who helped put together the letters that were sent 

out, along with leg work that he and the mayor did.  It was great to get some money from the county. 

As the mayor also stated we did submit for multiple streets to perform overlays, crack sealing and full 

depth work. We requested over $100,000 but were only able to secure $34,400, which should buy a 

semi load of crack sealant that we will put down this year. We continue to wait on the other requests 

that were sent to the state and county.  

 

He finally received a final number from Valley Freightliner for our new replacement plow truck. In 

discussions with Finance Director Swaisgood, you will see that the normal cost is $202,258 but we 

will be asking for approval of $224,000 which is the cost for a five-year lease, if that is what is 

determined by the finance director. This purchase will replace a 22-year-old plow truck that should 

have been replaced seven years ago.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Valley Freightliner for a 2023 dump/plow truck in 

an amount not to exceed $224,000.00; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that we did have $240,000 budgeted over a three year period and we will be 

under that budget with the lease term.  

 

He has another requisition to Wellington Implement for the replacement of a zero turn mower in the 

amount of $11,999. This will replace a 12 year old mower that we mow about 24 acres every week 

with.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Wellington Implement for a 61” Ferris 0-turn 

mower in an amount not to exceed $11,999.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried. 

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that this amount is approximately $1,000 under what was budgeted for the 

mower replacement, which is a good thing since prices seem to be increasing.  

 

His last requisition is to Buzzard Heating and Air Conditioning LLC. As some of you know the city 

receives NOPEC grants for energy efficient equipment and we have slowly been replacing some of 

the rooftop units. This year the city will receive $26,226.83 from NOPEC and we budgeted $20,000 

of our own money to replace at least one, if not two, units. With the NOPEC funds we will be able to 

replace two units at no cost to the city.  We then will pay the remainder of the third unit, so this year 

we will be able to actually replace three units.  Two of those units are for the senior center and the 

third will replace one in the police department in the old dispatch office. Ms. Jones asked how many 

do we have total.  Mr. Borczuch replied 21 and their life expectancy is 11 to 15 years. They were 

installed in 2001. Ms. Jones asked if they were installed all at the same time. Mr. Borczuch replied 

yes, right when this building was rehabbed into the administration building.  We have four or five that 

have been replaced and this purchase will add three more replacements.  If we can get the units for 

next to nothing he thinks it’s a wise idea to do it.  
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Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Buzzard Heating and Air Conditioning LLC for 

three rooftop HVAC units in an amount not to exceed $32,795.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that he is sure the seniors will be glad to hear that they are getting some new 

units that will work properly for them.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  

Chief Sheehan stated that he distributed a requisition for Fallsway in the amount of $40,000.  This 

requisition is a blanket to repair all of the department’s apparatus for the whole year.  Last year he 

had a blanket for $30,000 and ended up giving back a few thousand dollars to Fund 106. The increase 

this year is mostly for the work being done on Engine 1 with the frame. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Fallsway for repairs to Engine 1, Ladder 1, and 

Squad 1 for the 2022 year in an amount not to exceed $40,000.00; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

As he mentioned at the last council meeting the new squad is in Ohio at Burgess. They are still 

attaching some of the ancillary parts and are waiting on a couple parts. We hope to take delivery of it 

next week and then we will have the radio installed and get it under coated; a couple of weeks after 

that it will get on the road.   

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated it was an honor to be here in person with everyone and going forward 

hopefully, unless he is kicked out, he will be here in person. Before he gets into the monthly financial 

report for March just to provide a few quick updates, the OWDA (Ohio Water Development 

Association) loan that was approved by council about a month ago was submitted with the help of 

Terry Veloski, Don Sheehy and his team, and Mr. Borczuch by April 1st. They are in the process of 

approving it and by the end of this month we should receive approval. As a reminder, this is for the 

Phase V sewer project that is ongoing.  We currently have a note outstanding for $6.5 million dollars 

and the plan is to pay off that note in June and use the OWDA loan for 20 years at interest rate of 

1.58%. For a comparison right now the bond market on a 20 year bond is 3% or over so we will save 

nearly half on interest and also the cost of issuance. Ms. Jones asked if that was a fixed rate. Mr. 

Swaisgood replied yes, fixed over the 20 years.  Ms. Jones asked if the rate was locked while they 

approve it. Mr. Swaisgood replied that the rate is not locked and changes every month. Once they 

approve it this month they stated verbally that it shouldn’t fluctuate; it might go up just a couple basis 

points but we are looking at that interest rate. Even if it goes up by a whole interest rate it is still 

competitive but he doesn’t expect that to happen. He also spoke with Mr. Chitester regarding 

scheduling a finance committee meeting in the next month or so in order to go over more of the 

details on the Phase V project. We have a note left for the building improvements from the year 2000. 

There is still about $400,000 left on a note from the $2.2 million dollar project 22 years ago. The 

hope is to pay off the whole $400,000 by this time next year, so half this year and half next year. We 

pay the cost of issuance every year and having that paid off a year from now would be great for the 

city and especially the capital improvement fund.  

 

The March financial report was sent to council and the mayor went over a few highlights. He would 

point out in the fund summary that the unencumbered balance is just over $1.2 million, which equates 
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to 24% of total annual expenditures. Again, the barometer is to maintain a million dollar 

unencumbered balance which is 20% of total expenditures. Being at 24% at this time of year means 

the city is in a good financial position. As the mayor stated the actual revenue exceeds expenditures 

through March and all other funds remain at a healthy balance. He will point out two things in the 

fund summary, Fund 132, which is the Jenkins Fund, has a negative $800 balance, it is not 

uncommon to see a negative unencumbered balance. This is due to the reimbursements that we will 

receive from the county for the Jenkins Center, the county reimburses us for those expenses every 

month and it’s a timing issue, but the cash fund balance is positive. Fund 146, which is the American 

Rescue Plan, has a year to date revenue of $1800.00. It was unknown to us at the time, but there must 

have been some municipalities that did not receive the ARPA funds so the state reallocated those 

funds to the cities who did not receive them and Olmsted Falls received $1800.00 through that 

disbursement. He does not know if this will happen again next year but that is the reason there is a 

year-to-date revenue. We are expected to receive $462,000 this July and are in the process of 

developing a longer-term plan in for the use of the rest of these funds.  He stated that on Report 52 

the expenditures in the General Fund on the payroll as your looking through each department it looks 

like there was a significant increase for almost every single department; the main reason is at the end 

of March this year we seven pay periods and last year at this time we had six so we have had one 

more pay period. He would note that the fire department’s overtime expenses have increased mainly 

due to the increase in the part time wages that was approved last year.  As the mayor stated we are up 

over 12% in income tax at the end of March. The end of April report should give us a better idea of 

how income tax returns are coming in through the year. As you will notice the individual side is 

actually down 6% and a lot of that could be timing on when people are filing taxes.  He stated that the 

April and May financials will be a better comparison on how the city is doing on the individual side; 

but on a good note, business withholdings and business net profits are up significantly from last year.   

 

Ms. Jones stated that she was wondering the housing development like West of Columbia that looks 

prebuilt when will we get our parks allocation because you know parks gets money for all new builds.  

Mr. Borczuch stated that if he is not mistaken its either when they pull the permit for each dwelling or 

when the occupancy is given for each dwelling.  Ms. Jones stated that we did not get any monies yet 

and she does not know if people are living there are not it looked built up.  Mr. Borczuch stated that 

there are only two houses occupied but there is a lot that are being constructed, even though they are 

up there is a lot of work being done on the inside. Ms. Jones asked if he knew what that will be for 

parks.  Mr. Borczuch stated that it would be $500 per house times 26 or 27 homes.  Ms. Jones stated 

that Mr. Borczuch said earlier that we were short on the playgrounds and the mayor is asking the 

county for some more money so she was just wondering.  Mr. Borczuch stated that the fund is being 

used for the portion of the Village Green park and there is enough to cover those costs but we are 

asking the county if they will pay for it then we can use those funds towards something else. Ms. 

Jones agreed.  She stated that last year Council approved putting something away every year for the 

Rainy Day Fund and asked if there were any plans for that. Mr. Swaisgood replied yes. This year we 

budgeted $25,000. Again, that is a determination, like last year, we made at the end of the year based 

on what the fund balance was. We will go through the same process this year and if it needs to be less 

or even more that can be considered at that time. Ms. Jones stated that based upon what he knows 

today, a couple of years ago Mr. Swaisgood gave Council his five year projections and asked if there 

were any changes to them. Mr. Swaisgood stated that he has not made any changes.  Ms. Jones 

replied no, does he anticipate or is it looking better.  Mr. Swaisgood replied that he is anticipating 

some positive changes but will not make any until we go through the tax budget which would be June 

of this year. Ms. Jones stated that she was just wondering how he felt about it because last year it 

looked pretty grim. Mr. Swaisgood stated that he is not saying it still won’t but because of the 
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revenue streams coming in now hopefully we see more of a consistent income tax increase. It was 

hard at that time to predict but with the new builds going on we should be able to have a better 

prediction so that should be an improvement; but until we look into it again, he cannot sit here and 

tell her if it will be.   

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  

Mr. McFadden stated that since we have all the high tech minds in the room, he received an email 

from a constituent who is frustrated with Cox Cable and has gotten rid of Cox as far as cable but 

wants to know what his options are for internet.  Ms. Jones asked if they lived close to an AT&T pole 

because she doesn’t so, she can’t get their internet.  Mr. McFadden stated that he spoke with Mr. 

Chitester who said that AT&T is updating some of their fiber optic cable and are the only ones.  Mr. 

Wolanin stated that did happen in his neighborhood and now he has the option to go with AT&T.  

Mr. Munteanu replied or a dish.  Mayor Graven stated that the city tried to get WOW but they are not 

interested.  Ms. Buchholz stated that WOW wants the city to guarantee them so many people will 

have their service and we can’t guarantee what people will do.  Ms. Jones stated that is one thing she 

always hated about cable since it was first introduced to cities in the 70’s its lack of competition and 

she thinks that impacts service and quality. She does not know how to fix that or where to fix that 

maybe at the state level but she thinks its terrible that we don’t get competition.  She stated that he 

could always get a Verizon hot spot or use his cell phone.  Mr. Borczuch stated to answer your 

question, yes AT&T is putting in new fiber and have already done Plum Creek, Tyndall Falls, and 

will be doing the whole north end of town, basically where the Phase V sewer project was, this year 

other than that you are kind of stuck unless you go to a dish.   

 

Ms. Jones stated that when the mayor was talking about the grants there are a lot of grants for a lot of 

historical districts that could help people keep their historical houses; like free money to help them do 

repairs and stuff. She asked if we had a grant person that could apply for stuff like that.  Mayor 

Graven stated that all the department heads apply for grants.  Ms. Jones asked who would she ask 

because there was some out there and she was wondering who would.  Mr. Borczuch stated that if she 

knows what they are she could email them to him and he will look into it and see what we can put 

together. Mr. Swaisgood stated that he would ask that she include him and Ms. Veloski on that email.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III – No Report 

 

Councilwoman Lori Jones, Council-at-Large  

She wants to apologize for not attending the hearing last Thursday, she is having some headaches and 

they have been impacting her pretty terribly. She did read the minutes and listened to the audio and 

she is conflicted on how to vote. First because she wasn’t here, and second because of what the 

ordinances say and sticking with ABR. Then looking at it through a different perspective there are so 

many different angles and she is very conflicted about it because of having to have so many houses 

called historic and historic district to maintain it and because of our ordinances. She guesses that is 

why we are doing an appeal because that’s outside of ordinances. One of the things that bothered her 

is like when these people buy these houses in historic district nobody tells them that they did that and 

they don’t know like what’s expected of that. She asked the mayor if we can require realtors when 

they sell houses in Olmsted Falls that they have to tell people they are in a historic district and what’s 

required so that they don’t buy it and then find out they have to do this because it’s not their fault and 

it’s not our fault, but it just seems like they should know. That kind of bothered her because this 

gentleman had been there two years and he wasn’t told anything. Mayor Graven indicted that he was 

not a real estate attorney.  Ms. Jones stated she is asking if Olmsted Falls can do an ordinance that 
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says if its in the historic district and you sell this house you have to tell them.  Mr. Borczuch stated 

that would be the due diligence of the seller to the real estate agent; that could be the disclosure 

portion. Ms. Jones stated that if they don’t disclose that is that like a violation.  Mr. Borczuch replied 

he does not know.  Ms. Jones stated because certain things if they don’t disclose it then the seller is in 

trouble so is that one of those things.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he is not an attorney and is just 

stating that is something that a buyer should do due diligence on.  Ms. Jones stated that she just 

wondered because it felt like she would want to know if she bought a house in this district that this is 

what her limits are or her requirements.  

 

Councilman Sean Wolanin, Ward II – No Report 

 

Councilman Pro-Tempore Brian Chitester – No Report 

 

Councilman President Cornel Munteanu – No Report 

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 14-2022  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PERMANENT 

PARCEL NOS. 281-34-003 AND 281-34-004 CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY 0.563 

ACRES AND LOCATED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LEWIS AND BAGLEY 

ROADS FROM D-2 “SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING DISTRICT,” TO P-1 

“PROFESSIONAL AND MEDICAL DISTRICT” AND FURTHER AMENDING THE 

ZONING MAP OF THE CITY CONSISTENT THERETO   Tabled on Third Reading 

(03/08/2022) 

 

Remained Tabled 

 

New Business  

 

Resolution 17-2022 

A RESOLUTION TO REVERSE THE DECISION OF THE OLMSTED FALLS 

ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW WITH REGARD TO THE REQUEST OF 

DORSEY FAUGHT TO REPLACE WINDOWS ON A RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS 7456 COLUMBIA ROAD, CUYAHOGA COUNTY AUDITOR’S 

PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 281-03-036, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First 

Reading 

 

Ordinance 18-2022 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND AFFIRMING THE DECISION OF THE 

ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW IN ABR DOCKET NO. 11-2022, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council – None 
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Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Cornel Munteanu, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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